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public places, public realm

The Three Gorges Dam (Chángjing Sinxiá Dà Bà) is a
hydroelectric river dam that spans the Yangtze River in
Sandouping, Yichang, China. It has been a controversial project
for many reasons; environmentalists and engineers disagree
about the impact it will have on the river, as the waters rise,
as well as about its long-term strength. The total electric
generating capacity of the dam will reach 18,200 megawatts,

at which point it will be the largest hydro-electric power
station in the world by capacity. This is the biggest project
that has been undertaken in China since the Great Wall.
Several generators are already in operation, and more remain
to be installed; the dam is not expected to become fully
operational until about 2011. 

But whatever the dam’s problems, the Chinese do know
how to put on a spectacle. Part of the dam construction site
has been converted to an open-air public amphitheatre
putting on regular musical and dance extravaganzas relating to
the myths of the Yangtze River. The site above the damn has
been landscaped so that visitors can take in the panorama
before walking on the dam, and acres of space are given over
to grasslands and sculpture parks along the river – with the
dam framed in the distance. This new park attracts thousands
of Chinese visitors each month as they learn to love the dam. 

FROM BUILDING SITE TO PUBLIC SPECTACLE
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